ICFAI University webcasts Online Discussion on Right to Life and Livelihood
during COVID19 - May 20, 2020
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ONLINE DISCUSSION WEBCAST BY ICFAI
Today an online panel
discussion was organised
by ICFAI University,
Jharkhand on “Protection
of Fundamental Rights
and Corresponding duty
of government during
COVID-19 Pandemic”.
The panellist were Amit
Kumar Das, Expert on
Constitutional Law and
Practising Advocate at
Jharkhand High Court and
Pradeep Bhattacharyya, a
veteran advocate from
Dhanbad. A number of Law students and faculty members actively participated in
the discussion. The discussion was moderated by Prof O R S Rao, Vice-
Chancellor of ICFAI University Jharkhand. The discussion covered interesting
issues like protection of right to Health and Healthcare aspects, whether it
conflicts with the Right to Movement and Carry trade, profession and occupation,
with specific reference to the Migrant Labour.
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RANCHI: An online panel dis-
cussion was organised by
ICFAI University, Jharkhand
on “Protection of
Fundamental Rights and
Corresponding duty of gov-
ernment during COVID-19
Pandemic®. The panellist
were Mr Amit Kumar Das,
Expert on Constitutional Law
and Practising Advocate at
Jharkhand High Court and
Mr Pradeep Bhattacharyya, a
veteran  advocate  from
Dhanbad. A number of Law
students and faculty mem-
bers actively participated in
the discussion. The discus-
sion was moderated by Prof O
R S Rao, Vice-Chancellor of
ICFAI University Jharkhand.
The discussion covered
interesting issues like protec-
tion of right to Health and
Healthcare aspects, whether
it conflicts with the Right to

profession and occupation,
with specific reference to the
Migrant Labour. It also cov-
ered with regard to pro-
grams, policies and provision
of relief measures to the
affected people, equitably.
Those that could not partici-
pale can view the discussion

You Tube
(hllps.//youlu be/F6bMckYyg

Welcommg the partici-
pants to the discussion, Prof
0 R S Rao gave a brief back-
ground of the impact of
COVID-19 Pandemic and its
impact of Life and Livelihood
of people. He also highlighted
how Government of India, so
far, gave more importance to
protecting life than liveli-
hood, which ensured better
containment of the Corona
Virus, compared with other
countries.  Advocate Amit
Kumar Das endorsed that the

nghl to Life includes the
Right to Health and Right to
Health Care and asserted
that both the Central and the
State Government are fulfill-
mg their obligations by pro-
n'g all possible facilities of
care. However he also
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labour and efforts put in by
the central government and
state governments to address
their concerns. A discussion
was held on possible conflict
between the Right to Life with
Right to LivelihoodRight to
Movemenl/ﬂlghl(‘ to rade,

in the legal syslem to deal

such situation of pandemic.
Prof Rao referred to the

issues faced by the migrant

Pr up
Mr Amit Kumar Das
expressed that all these
rights are integral part of the
Fundamental Rights and the

Directive Principles of State
Policies and the guarantee of
all of them is the primary
function of the State in a
democracy like India.
However, none of these rights
are absolute in their nature
and the State can apply rea-
sonable restrictions on them
in the public interest.
Besides, Right to Life and
Right to livelihood are consid-
ered to be complementary.
The panel also addressed
the questions posed by the
students dealing with issues
of the migrant laborers and
their sufferings, rights of the
aggrieved workmen during
this COVID-19 in respect to
their wages and the loss of
jobs, amendment in the exist-
ing labor laws by the differ-
ent State Governments and
the implementation aspect of
the relief packages
announced by
Government during COV]D
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19. The plights of the
migrant laborers need to be
addressed by the local gov-
ernments, where the migrant
labour is working. There is a
need for clear definition of
migrant laborer so that they
are not deprived of various
beneficiary schemes on the
basis of their Ration Cards
and Aadhar Cards. Any citi-
zen of India may approach to
the Supreme Court and the
respective  High  Courts
through the Article 32 or
Public Interest Litigation for
the purpose of realization of
economic and civil rights and
also against any discrimina-
tory treatment.

Concluding the discussion,
Prof O R S Rao highlighted
that Judiciary played an
important role in ensuring
that fundamental rights are
protected through help in
appropriate legislation as

Wed, 20 May 2020
MONISG imin

epaper.sanmarglive.

com/c/52097444

well as in litigation.
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